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GEORGE ABBOT
 
[Born 1 5 62. Archbishop of Canterbury. Educated at Guildford
Grammar School and Balnol College, Oxford. In 1592 he was
appointed private chaplain to Lord Buckhurst, the Chancellor of
the University, and in 1597 he became Master of University College,
where he wrote for his pupils A Briefe Description of the whole World,
which included an account of America. He was an extreme Puritan
and, besides accusing Laud of Papacy and heresy, he burnt religious
pictures in the market-place. His pamphleteering made htrn un-
popular at Oxford when he was Vice-Cnancellor, and in 1605 he
committed one hundred and forty undergraduates to prison for
sitting with their hats on in his presence at St. Mary's Church. He
revised the New Testament for the Authorised Version. Having won
James Fs approval by his efforts to re-establish episcopacy in Scotland,
ne was made Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield in 1609, and was
translated to London in 1610. The next year, Secretary Calvert
remarked : By a strong north wind coming out of Scotland, Abbot was
blown over the Thames to Lambeth. As Archbishop of Canterbury,
Abbot continued his struggle against Arminianism, burning two
members of that faith and torturing another. He lost favour by his
opposition to the Countess of Essex's divorce, but, having re-
established his position in 1615 by the introduction of George Villiers
(later Duke of Buckingham) at Court, he seized the opportunity to
make his elder brother Bishop of Salisbury. In 1621, he accidentally
shot a gamekeeper with a cross-bow while hunting, and though he
settled £20 a year on the keeper's widow, which soon procured her another
husband) and was also formally pardoned by the King, the Bishops
Elect, of whom Laud was one, refused to be consecrated by him. In
1627 he was stripped of all authority by Charles I, and although,
when he was restored to favour in 1628, the other prelates, who were
gaping after his Benefice, were warned that bis Grace perhaps may eat the
Goose which shall gra^e upon his grave, he never again took any part in
affairs of State, but lived in retirement until his death in 1633.]

HEN Arch-Bishop Abbot's Mother (a poor Qoath-
worker's Wife in Gilford) was with Child of
she did long for a Jack or Pike, and she dreamt that
if she should Eat a Jack, her Son in her Belly should be a &eat
Man, Upon this she was indefatigable to satisfy her Longing,
as well as her Dream. She first enquired out for this Fish:
but the next Morning, goeing with her Payle to the River-side
(which runneth by the Howse, now an Ale-house, the Signe
of the 3 Mariners) to take up some Water> a good Jack
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